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† The Vigil of Easter † 
April 11, 2020 

Service of Light 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, we are gathered 

here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing His Word and celebrating His 

Sacraments, we share in His victory over death. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of Your faithful people with the fire of 

Your love. Bless, we implore You, this new flame and those who keep this joyful Easter festival that, burning with 

desire for life with You, we may be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and the ending, the Alpha and the Omega. 

 

P His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and forever. 

 

P By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen. 

 

P May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing that all who in true faith share this night 

in joyful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead may be filled with Your heavenly 

benediction. Once we were in darkness, but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

A The light of Christ.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

A The light of Christ.    

C Thanks be to God. 

 

A The light of Christ.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 
After the paschal candle is in its stand, the assistant faces the people and chants the Easter Proclamation  

 

Exsultet 
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Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

 

Proper Preface 
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Sit 

Service of Readings 
P In this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by His resurrection brought life 

and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He truly keeps His Word. The sun of righteousness has 

dawned upon us who have sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

 

I.  The Creation 
A A reading from Genesis, chapters one and two. 

 

[after the reading] 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, through Your Word and Spirit You most wonderfully created all things, and through the Word made 

flesh You brought new life to fallen humanity. Grant that in Your mercy we may be conformed to the image of Him 
who shares fully in our humanity, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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II.  The Flood 
A A reading from Genesis, chapters seven, eight, and nine. 

  

[after the reading] 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, You kill and You raise to life; You brought the flood upon a wicked and perverse generation, and yet You 

saved faithful Noah and his family in the ark. Keep us in safety in the ark of Christ’s body, the Church, that Your 

mercy may come to its fullness and Your salvation be preached to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

III.  Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea 
A A reading from Exodus, chapters 14 and 15. 

 

[after the reading] 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You once delivered Your people Israel from bondage under Pharaoh and led them by a pillar of cloud and 

fire through the sea to safety. Grant that we may so follow Christ that through the waters of Baptism we may daily 

die and rise with Him and walk in safety through the wilderness of this life until we see Your salvation; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn: 925 Song of Moses and Israel 
Pastor Moss will chant the verses, you are invited to join with the refrain 

 

 

 

 
  

1The LORD is my strength | and my song,* 

 and He has become my sal- | vation; 

2this is my God, and I will | praise Him,* 

 my father’s God, and I will ex- | alt Him.  

Refrain 

3The LORD is a | man of war;* 

 the LORD | is His name. 

4Pharaoh’s chariots and his host He cast in- | to the sea,* 

 and his chosen officers were sunk in the | Red Sea. 
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5The floods | covered them;* 

 they went down into the depths | like a stone. 

6Your right hand, O LORD, glorious | in power,* 

 Your right hand, O LORD, shatters the | enemy.  

Refrain 

7Who is like You, O LORD, a- | mong the gods?* 

 Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing | wonders? 

8You stretched out Your | right hand;* 

 the earth | swallowed them. 

9You have led in Your steadfast love the people whom You | have redeemed;* 

 You have guided them by Your strength to Your ho- | ly abode. 

10You will bring them in and plant them on Your own | mountain,* 

 the place, O LORD, which You have made for | Your abode, 

11the sanctuary, O LORD, which Your hands have es- | tablished.* 

 The LORD will reign forever and | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit;  

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  

Refrain 

Text: © 2001 Crossway Bibles. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065 
Tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065 

 

 

IV.  Salvation Offered Freely to All 
A A reading from Isaiah, chapter 55. 

  

[after the reading] 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your Word You created and sustain all things, and by Your Spirit You renew Your creation. 

Grant now the water of life to all who thirst for You that they may bring forth abundant fruit in Your glorious 

kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

V.  A New Heart and a New Spirit 
A A reading from Ezekiel, chapter 36. 

  

[after the reading] 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by the death and resurrection of Your Son You cleansed our hearts and put a new 

Spirit within us. Grant that all who are brought to newness of life in the fellowship of the body of Christ may show 

forth in their lives what they confess with their lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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VI.  The Valley of Dry Bones 
A A reading from Ezekiel, chapter 37. 

  

[after the reading] 

 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, Your Son came as the Son of Man to breathe His Word and Spirit upon the dry, dead bones of Adam’s 

children. Grant that we may hear Your holy Word, receive Your Spirit, and rise each day from the death of sin to 

live in newness of life before You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

VII.  Job Confesses the Redeemer 
A A reading from Job, chapter 19. 

  

[after the reading] 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our great Redeemer, in the sacrifice of Your Son You put to death our wretched flesh and in His 

rising restored our life. Grant that we may always cling to Christ by faith in this life that at the last we may rejoice 

to stand in our own flesh and see You face to face; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

VIII.  Jonah Preaches to Nineveh 
A A reading from Jonah, chapter three. 

  

[after the reading] 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, as the prophet Jonah spent three days in the belly of the great fish, so Your Son Jesus spent three days in the 

heart of the earth. Grant us repentance to embrace our death in Him through Holy Baptism and to proclaim His 

victory over sin and death to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

IX.  The Gathering of God’s People 
A A reading from Zephaniah, chapter three. 

  

[after the reading] 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Look in mercy, O Lord, upon Your faithful people, and by Word and Spirit bring to completion that good work 

which You have begun in us. Gather in Your people that all the world may see and know that what has been cast 

down is raised up and what has grown old is made new, until the work You have begun in us is brought to its joyful 

fulfillment in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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X. The Fiery Furnace 
A A reading from Daniel, chapter three. 

  

[after the reading] 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, Your Son protected faithful Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace of the king. Grant us 

protection in our time of testing that we would boldly confess Your name, reject all false worship, and live and die 

in confidence, knowing that we are safe in Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn: 931 All You Works of the Lord 
Pastor Moss will chant the verses, you may join at the refrain  

 

 

 
  

1All you works of the Lord, | bless the Lord—* 

praise Him and magnify Him for- | ever.* 

You angels of the Lord, | bless the Lord: Refrain 

2You heavens, | bless the Lord;* 

all you waters above the heavens, | bless the Lord;* 

all you powers of the Lord, | bless the Lord: Refrain 

3You sun and moon, | bless the Lord;* 

you stars of heaven, | bless the Lord;* 

all you showers and dew, | bless the Lord: Refrain 

4All you winds of God, | bless the Lord;* 

you fire and heat, | bless the Lord;* 

you winter and summer, | bless the Lord: Refrain 

5You dews and frost, | bless the Lord;* 

you frost and cold, | bless the Lord;* 

you ice and snow, | bless the Lord: Refrain 

6You nights and days, | bless the Lord;* 

you light and darkness, | bless the Lord;* 

you lightnings and clouds, | bless the Lord: Refrain 

7Let the earth | bless the Lord;* 

you mountains and hills, | bless the Lord;* 

all you green things that grow on the earth, | bless the Lord: Refrain 

8You wells and springs, | bless the Lord;* 
you rivers and seas, | bless the Lord;* 

you whales and all who move in the waters, | bless the Lord: Refrain 

9All you birds of the air, | bless the Lord;* 

all you beasts and cattle, | bless the Lord;* 

all you children of men, | bless the Lord: Refrain 
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10O Israel, | bless the Lord;* 

you priests of the Lord, | bless the Lord;* 

you servants of the Lord, | bless the Lord: Refrain 

11You spirits and souls of the righteous, | bless the Lord;* 

you pure and humble of heart, | bless the Lord;* 

let us bless the Father and the Son and the Holy | Spirit: Refrain 

 
Tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065 
Text: Public domain 
 

Service of Prayer 
 

Hymn: 603 We Know That Christ Is Raised 

 

 

 

 
Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Litany of the Resurrection 
A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C hear us. 

A Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be crucified and on the third day rise again,” 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought life and immortality to light, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her, 
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C have mercy on us. 

A Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and made Yourself known to them in the 

Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and Your Spirit, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas that he too might believe, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing a miraculous catch of fish, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to James and to all the apostles, and to Paul on the 

Damascus road, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and teaching them, 

C have mercy on us. 

A By Your glorious resurrection from the dead, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By Your victory over sin and death, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By the majesty of Your risen body, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 

A That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in the freedom of Your forgiveness, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly things, serving others as we have been served by 

You, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem, together with all 

the saints, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

The altar candles may now be lighted from the paschal candle. Lights in the church are turned on, bells may be rung, the chancel may 

be decorated, and the altar may be prepared for the Sacrament while the congregation sings the Psalm. 
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Psalm 16; antiphon v. 10 

 
1Preserve me, | O God,* 

 for in you I take | refuge. 
2I say to the LORD, “You | are my Lord;* 

 I have no good a- | part from you.” 

3As for the saints | in the land,* 

 they are the excellent ones, 

 in whom is all | my delight. 

4The sorrows of those who run after another god shall | multiply;* 

 their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

 or take their names | on my lips. 

5The LORD is my chosen portion | and my cup;* 

 you | hold my lot. 
6The lines have fallen for me in pleasant | places;* 

 indeed, I have a beautiful in- | heritance. 

7I bless the LORD who gives me | counsel;* 

 in the night also my heart in- | structs me. 
8I have set the LORD always be- | fore me;* 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken. 

9Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | joices;* 

 my flesh also | dwells secure. 
10For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,* 

 or let your holy one see cor- | ruption. 

11You make known to me the | path of life;* 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; 

 at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | -ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection. Preserve in us the spirit of 

adoption which You have given so that, made alive in body and soul, we may serve You purely; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so that they 

might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
3And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4And looking 

up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting 

on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8And they went 

out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they 

were afraid. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sermon     Fear Not...Stay Baptized...See the Lord Saves (Exodus 14:13-14) 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross and by His glorious 

resurrection delivered us from the power of the enemy. Grant that all our sin may be drowned through daily 

repentance and that day by day we may arise to live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P Now in your homes on this most holy night, watch and pray.   

At the light of the morning we will greet the risen Lord in His Word. We shall hear Him in the preaching of His 

own most Holy Gospel. And we will celebrate His glorious resurrection from the dead!  Go in God’s peace.  
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